
April   Event 
Tuesday  14th Moon - last quarter 
 
Wednesday  15th Moon near Jupiter and Saturn 
 
Thursday  16th Moon near Mars 
 
Tuesday  21st Lyrids maximum 
 
Thursday  23rd Moon - new 
 
Sunday   26th Uranus conjunction, Moon near Venus 
 
Wednesday  29th Close pass of Neo 52768 
 
Thursday  30th Moon - first quarter 
 
 
May 
Sunday   3rd Occultation of Nu Virginis 
 
Monday  4th Mercury superior conjunction 
     
Tuesday  5th Eta Aquarids maximum 
 
Thursday  7th Moon - full 

Coventry and Warwickshire Astronomical Society 
The society usually meets on the second Friday in the month, at Earlsdon Methodist Church Hall. The meetings begin 
at 19:15 and end at 21:30. 
 
Web Site: http://www.covastro.org.uk 
Mailing list 
Join the CAWAS mailing list and receive irregular information of astronomical events and CAWAS news. 
 
To subscribe just send an empty email to:  covwarksastro-subscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk 
To post a message send to:   covwarksastro@yahoogroups.co.uk 
To unsubscribe send to:    covwarksastro-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk 
 
Chairman       Mira editor 
John   07762 061518 johndavis744@tiscali.co.uk  Ivor 024 76319519 ivorlclarke@btinternet.com 
 
Secretary 
Geoffrey  01926 335399  gfjohnstone@btinternet.com  
 
Vice Chairman       Skynotes 
Alan  024 76270169  alandocwho@yahoo.co.uk   Mark 024 76543689  mark@covastro.plus.com 
 
Treasurer 
Vaughan 01926 402414   

Forthcoming CAWAS Meetings  Suspended until further notice. 

Asteroids at Opposition this month 
Designation Date  Magnitude      RA        Dec 
354 Eleonora April 13  +10.1  14:08:06.3 +15:16:04 
65 Cybele April 14     +11.2  13:35:00.1 -05:42:19 
89 Julia  April 17     +11.2  13:03:58.4 -32:27:45 
40 Harmonia April 23     +9.8  14:13:31.9 -06:33:24 
92 Undina April 23     +11.6  14:23:06.9 -00:21:27 
23 Thalia April 24     +10.0  14:19:56.7 -04:06:23 
24 Themis April 26     +11.2  14:15:27.7 -13:35:26 

The Hunting 

Dogs  
The obscure con-
stellation of Canes 
Venatici hides un-
der the handle of 
the Plough. Its 
brightest star is 
Cor Caroli, named 
in memory of King 
Charles I. It is in-
fact a double star 
of mags. +2.9 and 
+5.5 separated by 
19.4”. The variable 
star Y, was named 
by Angelo Secchi 
as la Superba due 
to its deep red col-
our. It varies be-
tween +4.8 and 
+6.3 over 158 
days. 
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Sky Notes 
April 10th to May 8th 2020 No. 271 

Lying away from the plane of the Milky Way means that a host of galaxies 
can be seen within the constellation and the neighbouring one of Ursa 
Major. The most famous of these is M51, the Whirlpool Galaxy (mag. 
+8.4). Its spiral nature was first discovered by the third Earl of Rosse, 
William Parsons, using his 72” telescope (the Leviathan) at Birr Castle in 
Ireland. To the south are another two bright spiral galaxies: M63 (mag. 
+9.3) and M94 (mag. +9.0). As a contrast, at the southern border of the 
constellation is the magnificent globular cluster M3, at mag. +6.2 it rivals 
M13 in Hercules.  

Cor Caroli 



Time given in these skynotes is Co-ordinated Universal Time (UTC) 
known as GMT here in the UK. Add one hour to get clock time in BST. 
 
Sun continues its journey north moving from Pisces into Aries this month. 
 
April 10th  Rise 05:19 Set 18:57 Dec +8° 14’ 
May 8th  Rise 04:21 Set 19:45 Dec +17° 20’ 

Mercury  (–0.2 5.9” to –1.9 5.1”) moves from Pisces into Cetus between 
May 15 and 18, then back into Pisces finally ending up in Aries. However 
it is not visible this month as it lies too close to the eastern horizon at sun-
rise and also it passes through superior conjunction on May 4. 
 
Venus (–4.6 28.7” to –4.7 43.9”) lies in Taurus and is visible high in the 
west for the first part of the night setting around 23:15 (remember it is also 
visible to the naked eye in daylight!). Its phase gradually diminishes during 
the month, starting at 41% and ending as a thin crescent of 17.9%. On 
April 26 once again the crescent Moon lies 6° to the south. 
 
 
Mars (+0.6 6.8” to +0.3 8.0”) lies in Capricornus and is visible low in the 
SE  in the morning sky for about 2 hours before dawn. During the month it 
gradually moves north as it draws away from Jupiter and Saturn. On April 
16 the Moon lies 3° to the south. 
 
Jupiter (–2.2 38.1” to –2.4 41.6”) lies in Sagittarius and is visible low in 
the SE  in the early morning sky, rising at 02:40 at the beginning of the 
month and 01:00 at the end. It lies just to the west of Saturn, gradually 
closing in on it throughout the month: 5° 45’ to the west at the beginning 
and 4° 46’ at the end. On April 15 the Moon lies 4° to the south of both 
planets. 
 
Saturn (+0.6 16.3” to +0.5 17.1”) lies in Capricornus and like Jupiter is 
visible low in the SE  in the early morning sky, rising at 03:00 at the begin-
ning of the month and 01:10 at the end. 
 
Uranus (+5.9 3.4”) lies in Aries but it is not visible this month as it passes 
through conjunction on April 26. 
 
Neptune (+7.8 2.2”) lies in Aquarius and is gradually drawing away from 
the glare of the sun in the morning sky, such that it might be visible low in 
the east just before dawn at the end of the month. 

Occultation of Nu Virginis (mag. +4.0) by the dark limb of the gibbous 
Moon starts at 21:29 on May 3 and ends at 22:16. 

Neo 52768 1998 OR2 is a potentially hazardous asteroid with a diameter 
of 2 - 4 km, which makes a close pass of the Earth at 09:56 on April 29. 
This pass is at a safe distance of 6,289,000km (16 times the distance to 
the Moon), whereas when it passes in 2079 it will be four times closer. 

Meteors Lyrids are active from April 19 to 25. The meteors come from 
the debris of comet C/1861 G1 (Thatcher) and the ZHR is typically low at 
around 10 to 15. This year their peak is predicted to be in the early hours 
of April 22 and with a new Moon conditions are ideal. 
 
Eta Aquarids are active from April 24 to May 20 and come from the de-
bris of comet 1P/Halley, these high speed meteors are predicted to peak 
on the morning of May 6 and have a ZHR of 20 to 60. As the radiant is 
below the horizon until the early hours of the morning, the hours just be-
fore dawn give the best rates, but with the Moon one day before full condi-
tions are not ideal. 

Comet C/2019 Y4 ATLAS continues to brighten from +8.5 to +5.5 as it 
passes through Camelopardalis on its way to Perseus and its passage 
around the Sun. Its path is shown in the chart below. 


