
Penumbral Eclipse of the 
Moon occurs on June 5. 
The eclipse starts at 
17:46, with maximum 
eclipse at 19:25, but the 
Moon does not rise until 
20:13. The eclipse ends at 
21:04. As it is only a pen-
umbral eclipse it will be 
difficult to see any change. 

May   Event 
Tuesday  12th Moon near Jupiter 
 
Wednesday  13th Moon near Saturn 
 
Thursday  14th Moon - last quarter 
 
Friday   15th Moon near Mars 
 
Thursday  21st Mercury near Venus 
 
Friday   22nd Moon - new 
 
Sunday   24th Moon near Mercury 
 
Saturday  30th Moon - first quarter 
 
June 
Wednesday  3rd Venus inferior conjunction 
 
Thursday  4th Mercury greatest elongation 
 
Friday   5th Moon - full, penumbral eclipse 
 
Tuesday  9th Moon near Jupiter and Saturn 
 
Friday   12th Mars near Neptune 

Coventry and Warwickshire Astronomical Society 
The society usually meets on the second Friday in the month, at Earlsdon Methodist Church Hall. The meetings begin 
at 19:15 and end at 21:30. 
 
Web Site: http://www.covastro.org.uk 
Mailing list 
Join the CAWAS mailing list and receive irregular information of astronomical events and CAWAS news. 
 
To subscribe just send an empty email to:  covwarksastro-subscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk 
To post a message send to:   covwarksastro@yahoogroups.co.uk 
To unsubscribe send to:    covwarksastro-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk 
 
Chairman       Mira editor 
John   07762 061518 johndavis744@tiscali.co.uk  Ivor 024 76319519 ivorlclarke@btinternet.com 
 
Secretary 
Geoffrey  01926 335399  gfjohnstone@btinternet.com  
 
Vice Chairman       Skynotes 
Alan  024 76270169  alandocwho@yahoo.co.uk   Mark 024 76543689  mark@covastro.plus.com 
 
Treasurer 
Vaughan 01926 402414   

Forthcoming CAWAS Meetings  Suspended until further notice. 

Spica, the brightest star in the constellation at magnitude +0.97 is the 
16th brightest star in the sky. A blue giant, it is also a spectroscopic bi-
nary star and sits at a distance of about 250 light years. Another binary 
star is gamma Virginis (Porrima) whose components are nearly equal in 
brightness (mags. +3.56 and +3.65). As they orbit each other every 169 
years the distance between them varies. At their closest in 2005 they are 
now about 3” apart.   
 
In the north of the constellation, on its boundary with Coma Berenices is 
the Virgo Cluster of more than 1300 galaxies, the largest of which is M87. 
Also known as Virgo A, it contains an active supermassive black hole 
whose jet produces the second brightest source of extragalactic radio 
noise.  
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Time given in these skynotes is Co-ordinated Universal Time (UTC) 
known as GMT here in the UK. Add one hour to get clock time in BST. 
 
Sun continues its journey north moving from Aries into Taurus this month. 
 
May 8th  Rise 04:21 Set 19:45 Dec +17° 20’ 
June 12th  Rise 03:44 Set 20:29 Dec +23° 12’ 

Mercury  (-1.9 5.1” to +1.2 9.7”) moves from Aries through Taurus into 
Gemini and after its conjunction last month gradually becomes visible low 
down in the NW just after sunset. Locating it is helped by its closeness to 
Venus, just 1° south on May 21 and 1° east on May 22. On May 24 the 
two-day-old Moon lies 5° to the east, then on  June 4 Mercury reaches its 
greatest elongation east of 23.6°. 
 
Venus (-4.7 43.9” -4.0 55.5”) lies in Taurus and is visible at the start of the 
month in the NW for about 3 hours after sunset. During the month it gradu-
ally draws closer to the Sun passing through inferior conjunction on June 
3, when it is just 29.2’ from its centre. Unfortunately, unlike in 2012, this is 
too large for it to be seen in transit. 
 
Mars (+0.3 8.0” to -0.2 10.0”) moves from Capricornus into Aquarius and 
is visible low down in the SE in the early hours of the morning, rising 2 
hours before the Sun at the beginning of the month and 3 at the end. 
Throughout the month it gradually brightens passing through 0 magnitude 
on May 27. On May 15 the Moon lies 3° to the south and on June 12 Mars 
lies just 2° south of Neptune. 
 
Jupiter (-2.4 41.6” to -2.6 45.8”) lies in Sagittarius and is visible low in the 
SSE in the later part of the night, rising at 01:00 at the beginning of the 
month and 22:30 at the end. It passes through its stationary point on May 
14 and starts to move in a retrograde direction as it heads towards opposi-
tion in July. On May 12 the Moon lies 5° to the south and on June 9, 6° to 
the east. 
 
Saturn (+0.5 17.1” to +0.3 18.0”) lies in Capricornus about 5° to the east 
of Jupiter and like Jupiter it passes through its stationary point and starts 
to move in a retrograde direction on May 11. On May 13 the Moon lies 6° 
to the south and on June 9, 4° to the south. 
 
Uranus (+5.9 3.4”) lies in Aries and after its conjunction last month might 
be visible very low down in the east at the end of the month, just before 
dawn. 
 
Neptune (+7.8 2.2”) lies in Aquarius and can be seen low in the ESE in 
the early hours of the morning, becoming more visible as the month pro-
gresses, where its proximity to Mars will help in locating it. 

Comet C/2019 Y4 (ATLAS) sadly has broken into at least four pieces and 
is now fading from view, but there is another potentially bright comet on its 
way. That is Comet C/2020 F8 (SWAN) which reaches perihelion on May 
27 when it is hoped to reach mag. +3.5. Unlike comet Atlas which was 
well placed, comet Swan is only visible low down in the NE just before 
dawn. The chart below shows its track from Pisces to Auriga. 

Corona Borealis (the Northern Crown) is a constellation with a very topi-
cal name! Visible nearly overhead in the south as a semi-circle of seven 
stars, all 4th magnitude except for the brighter +2.2 mag. Alphecca. Many 
of the stars are variable, as indicated in the chart, the most notable of 
which is R an irregular variable with a range of mag. +6 to +14. 

With all the hype over comet Atlas, do not forget that comet C/2017 T2 
(PanSTARRS) is still easily visible at mag. +8.1 as it passes within 1° of 
M81 and M82 on May 23/24 as shown in the chart below. 

Other stars of note 
are: S, a Mira vari-
able (mag. +7.3 to 
+12.9) with a pe-
riod of 360 days 
and U,  an eclips-
ing binary (mag. 
+7.7 to +8.8) with a 
period of 3 days 
10.9 hours.  


