
April   Event 
 
Friday  12th Moon - first quarter 
 
Saturday 13th Moon in front of M44 
 
Friday  19th Moon - full 
 
Tuesday 23rd Lyrids maximum, Moon near Jupiter 
   Uranus conjunction 
 
Thursday 25th Moon near Saturn 
 
Friday  26th Moon - last quarter 
 
Tuesday 30th Saturn stationary 
 
May  
Saturday 4th Moon - new 
 
Monday  6th Eta Aquarids maximum, Moon in Hyades 
 
Tuesday 7th Moon near Mars 

Coventry and Warwickshire Astronomical Society 
The society usually meets on the second Friday in the month, at Earlsdon Methodist Church Hall. The meetings begin 
at 19:15 and end at 21:30. 
 
Web Site: http://www.covastro.org.uk 
Mailing list 
Join the CAWAS mailing list and receive irregular information of astronomical events and CAWAS news. 
 
To subscribe just send an empty email to:  covwarksastro-subscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk 
To post a message send to:   covwarksastro@yahoogroups.co.uk 
To unsubscribe send to:    covwarksastro-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk 
 
Chairman       Mira editor 
Chris  01788 334756  chris.longthorn@googlemail.com Ivor 024 76319519 ivorlclarke@btinternet.com 
 
Secretary 
Geoffrey 01926 335399  gfjohnstone@btinternet.com  
 
Vice Chairman       Skynotes 
Alan  024 76270169  alandocwho@yahoo.co.uk   Mark 024 76543689 mark@covastro.plus.com 
 
Treasurer 
Vaughan 01926 402414   

Forthcoming CAWAS Meetings  
Friday 12th April Dr. Andrew Green In Search of the Aurora 
Friday 10th May Mike Frost  Lady Pioneers of the BAA 
Friday 14th June AGM 

BAA  
Sat 27th April 10:00 - 18:00  One Day Spring Meeting - Galaxies 
    Sweyne Park School, Sir Walter Raleigh Drive, Rayleigh.SS6 9BY 
Sat 18th May 10:00 - 18:00  Comet Section Meeting 
    Clements Hall, Nunthorpe Road, York. YO23 1BW  

RAS Friday 10th May 10:30 - 15:30 Neutron Star and Black Hole Binary Mergers:  
     The First Results of the LIGO-Virgo era 
     The Geological Society, Burlington House, London. W1J 0BD 

Coventry and Warwickshire 

Astronomical Society 

Sky Notes 
April 12th to May 10th 2019 No. 259 

The Lion, the Virgin and Berenice’s Hair 

Lying outside the plane of the Milky Way, the constellations of Leo, Coma 
Berenices and Virgo contain a host of bright galaxies. In Leo there are 
two magnificent triplets of galaxies - M65, M66, NGC3628 and M95, M96 
and M105, the latter group being fainter and part of a larger group of nine 
galaxies. 
 
These groups are dwarfed by the Coma Cluster (in north Coma Beren-
ices) which contains over a thousand galaxies and lies at a mean dis-
tance of 321 million ly and the Virgo Cluster, which spans the Virgo / 
Coma Berenices boundary and consists of at least 1300 galaxies. The 
Virgo Cluster (53.8 million ly away) lies at the heart of the local super-
cluser of which our galaxy (The Milky Way) is a member. 

+ 



Time given in these skynotes is Co-ordinated Universal Time (UTC) 
known as GMT here in the UK, add one hour to get clock time in BST.   
Sun moves north from Pisces into Aries this month. 
 
April 12th Rise 05:16 Set 18:59 Dec +8° 42’ 
May 10th Rise 04:19 Set 19:47 Dec +17° 40’ 

Mercury  (+0.7 7.6” to –1.0 5.3”) moves from Aquarius through Pisces, 
Cetus and Pisces again into Aries, but is not visible this month as it is too 
close to the Sun and the eastern horizon at sunrise. 
 
Venus (–3.9 12.4” to –3.9 11.2”) moves from Aquarius through Pisces into 
Cetus and back into Pisces and might be glimpsed just above the eastern 
horizon at sunrise. 
 
Mars (+1.5 4.4” to +1.7 4.2”) lies in Taurus and is visible in the west for 
the first half of the night setting just after 23:00. On May 7 the crescent 
Moon lies 5° to the west. 
 
Jupiter (–2.3 41.2” to –2.5 44.4”)  lies in Ophiuchus and can be seen low 
down in the south in the early hours of the morning, gradually moving into 
the night-time sky throughout the month as it rises at 00:30 at the begin-
ning and 22:30 at the end. On April 23 the gibbous Moon lies 5° to the 
west. 
Red Spot transit times:- 
April 14 03:51, 16 05:30, 19 02:59, 21 04:37, 24 02:07, 26 03:45 
May 1 02:53, 3 04:31, 6 02:01, 8 03:39,  
 
Saturn (+0.5 16.6” to +0.4 17.4”) lies in Sagittarius and can be seen low 
down in the SSE in the early hours of the morning rising at 02:20 at the 
beginning of the month and 00:30 at the end. On April 30 it passes 
through its stationary point and starts to move retrograde. On April 25 the 
Moon lies 5° to the west. 
 
Uranus (+5.9 3.4”) lies in Aries and as it passes through conjunction on  
April 23 it is not visible this month. 
 
Neptune (+7.8 2.2”) lies in Aquarius, but is too close to the eastern hori-
zon at sunrise to be visible this month. 

Moon on April 13 passes in front of some of the fainter members of the 
Beehive Cluster (M44). The occultations start around 20:00 and end at 
22:00. The brightest star occulted is SAO 98019 (mag. +6.9) at 20:48. 
Then on May 6 the two-day-old crescent Moon passes through the 
Hyades cluster, although any occultations will be difficult to observe as the 
Moon only has an altitude of 15° at sunset. 

Meteors Lyrids are active from April 19 to 25. The meteors come from 
the debris of comet C/1861 G1 (Thatcher) and the ZHR is typically low at 
around 10 to 15. This year their peak is predicted to be in the early hours 
of April 23, but with a gibbous Moon rising just after midnight conditions 
are not ideal. 
Eta Aquarids are active from April 24 to May 20 and come from the de-
bris of comet 1P/Halley, these high speed meteors are predicted to peak 
on the morning of May 6 and have a ZHR of 20 to 60. As the radiant is 
below the horizon until the early hours of the morning, the hours just be-
fore dawn give the best rates and the Moon being just past new will not 
interfere. 

The Two Gammas 
Both  γ Virginis (Porrima) and γ Leonis (Algieba) are bright close double 
stars that can be resolved using a small telescope. 
Porrima (38 ly away) consists of two almost identical magnitude +3.5 yel-
low-white stars which orbit each other every 169 years and are separated 
by 2.6”, but because of their elliptical orbits this is gradually increasing. 
Algieba (130 ly away) is not as well balanced as Porrima. One compo-
nent is orange-red, the other greenish-yellow, with magnitudes of +2.28 
and +3.51 respectively. They orbit each other in over 500 years and cur-
rently have a separation of 4.4”. 

A Galactic Chart uses co-ordinates centred on the Milky Way and not the 
Earth. Galactic latitude is measured from the plane of the galaxy and has 
its north pole in Coma Berenices (marked with a + on the chart on the 
cover). Galactic longitude was defined in 1958 to start from the supposed 
galactic centre, but since then the true centre (black hole Sag A*) at a po-
sition of galactic latitude 7’ 12” S, longitude 4’ 6” has been discovered. 


