
January   Event 
Friday   10th Moon - full, penumbral eclipse 
    Mercury superior conjunction 
 
Saturday  11th Uranus stationary 
 
Monday  13th Saturn conjunction 
 
Friday   17th Moon - last quarter 
 
Saturday  18th Mars near Antares 
 
Monday  20th Moon near Mars 
 
Friday   24th Moon - new 
 
Monday  27th Venus near Neptune 
 
Tuesday  28th Moon near Venus 
 
February 
Sunday   2nd Moon - first quarter 
 
Thursday  6th Occultation of Eta Gemini 
 
Sunday   9th Moon - full 
 
Monday  10th Mercury greatest elongation 

Coventry and Warwickshire Astronomical Society 
The society usually meets on the second Friday in the month, at Earlsdon Methodist Church Hall. The meetings begin 
at 19:15 and end at 21:30. 
 
Web Site: http://www.covastro.org.uk 
Mailing list 
Join the CAWAS mailing list and receive irregular information of astronomical events and CAWAS news. 
 
To subscribe just send an empty email to:  covwarksastro-subscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk 
To post a message send to:   covwarksastro@yahoogroups.co.uk 
To unsubscribe send to:    covwarksastro-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk 
 
Chairman       Mira editor 
John   07762 061518 johndavis744@tiscali.co.uk  Ivor 024 76319519 ivorlclarke@btinternet.com 
 
Secretary 
Geoffrey  01926 335399  gfjohnstone@btinternet.com  
 
Vice Chairman       Skynotes 
Alan  024 76270169  alandocwho@yahoo.co.uk   Mark 024 76543689  mark@covastro.plus.com 
 
Treasurer 
Vaughan 01926 402414   

Forthcoming CAWAS Meetings  
Friday 10th January Melissa Gilone          Surfing the Universe: Gravitational Waves 
Friday 14th February Dr David Brown          A Brief History of Exoplanets 
Friday 13th March Colin Stuart                Rebel Star: The Sun’s Great Mystery 

BAA  Saturday 25th January 14:00 - 18:00 BAA Meeting 
      Institute of Physics, Caledonian Rd., London. N1 9BU. 

Observing Sessions with RADAS at Barby Cricket Club at 19:00 clock time.  
In general two dates are given, the one to be used will be notified the day before. 
January 17/18, 31/01, February 21/22, March 13/14, 27/28 

Friday 31st Jan - Sat 1st Feb 09:00 - 18:00  European Astrofest 
      Town Hall, Horton St., London. W8 7NX. 

Coventry and Warwickshire 

Astronomical Society 

Sky Notes 
January 10th to February 14th 2020 No. 268 

Orion must be the most easily recognisable constellation in the northern 
celestial hemisphere from its belt of three bright stars (from left to right) 
Alnitak (mag. +1.77), Alnilam (+1.70) and Mintaka (+2.23). These act as 
a guide to the location below of the most famous object in the sky, the 
Orion Nebula (M42). This glowing area of gas and dust is a region of star-
birth and is a magnificent sight in any binoculars or telescope. At the 
other extreme, above Orion in Taurus is the remains of a star that ex-
ploded in 1054 at the end of its life and left behind the Crab Nebula (M1). 

Orion - the Hunter 



Time given in these skynotes is Co-ordinated Universal Time (UTC) 
known as GMT here in the UK. 
 
Sun moves north from Sagittarius into Capricornus this month.  
 
January 10th Rise 08:13 Set 16:14 Dec -21° 52’ 
February 14th Rise 07:25 Set 17:16 Dec -13° 05’ 

Mercury  (–1.3 4.7” to +0.1 8.0”) moves from Sagittarius, through Capri-
cornus into Aquarius and as it passes through superior conjunction on Jan 
10 it might be glimpsed low down in the WSW just after sunset towards 
the end of the month, as it heads for its greatest elongation east of 18.2° 
on Feb 10. 
 
Venus (–4.0 13.6” to –4.2 16.7”) moves from Capricornus, through Aquar-
ius into Pisces and can be seen shining brightly in the SW in the early 
evening, setting at 19:25 at the beginning of the month and 21:15 at the 
end. On Jan 27 at 20:00 it passes just 4’ south of Neptune, although it will 
be better to observe both earlier as they will only be 3° above the horizon 
at that time. On Jan 28 the crescent Moon lies 5° to the east. 
 
Mars (+1.5 4.4” to +1.3 5.1”) moves from Scorpius, through Ophiuchus 
into Sagittarius and is visible low in the SSE for a couple of hours before 
dawn rising around 04:50 throughout the month. On the morning of Jan 18 
it passes 5° to the north of the similarly red and slightly brighter star 
Antares. Then on Jan 20 the crescent Moon lies 6° to the west and on Jan 
21, 7° to the east.  
 
Jupiter (–1.8 31.8” to –1.9 33.1”) lies in Sagittarius and after its conjunc-
tion last month gradually moves away from the early morning glare of the 
Sun throughout the month, making it visible very low down in the SE just 
before dawn. 
 
Saturn (+0.5 15.0” to +0.6 15.2”) lies in Sagittarius and passes through 
conjunction on Jan 13 into the morning sky such that it might be visible at 
the end of the month very low down in the SE just before dawn. 
 
Uranus (+5.8 3.6” to +5.9 3.5”) lies in Aries and can be seen high in the 
SW for the first half of the month setting at 02:00 at the beginning and just 
before midnight at the end. It passes through its stationary point on Jan 11 
as it starts to move prograde again. 
 
Neptune (+7.8 2.2”) lies in Aquarius and can be seen in the early evening 
in the SSW at the beginning of the month, but it gradually gets lost in the 
Sun’s glare as the month proceeds. Setting just two hours after the Sun at 
the month’s end as it heads towards conjunction next month. Locating the 
planet is helped by the close pass of Venus on Jan 27. 

Occultation of η Gemini (mag. +3.5) by the dark limb of the nearly full 
Moon occurs at 02:12 on Feb 6. The star reappears from behind the 
Moon’s bright limb at 03:04. 

Betelgeuse is sometimes the brightest star of Orion, outshining Rigel 
(mag. +0.12). However, since October last year it has dimmed dramati-
cally to a magnitude of +1.3. It is not unusual for Betelgeuse to vary as it is 
a red super giant star, pulsating in the last throws of its life, but at the mo-
ment it is undergoing one of its dimmest periods for some years. There is 
even speculation that this might forewarn of its long awaited explosion as 
a supernova, it might happen tomorrow or not for another 100,000 years!      

Royal Astronomical Society was first started in the pub 200 years ago. 
At 8pm on Jan 12 1820, 14 men sat down to dinner at the Freemasons’ 
Tavern, in Lincoln's Inn Fields, London and decided that they needed a 
society dedicated to astronomy, although the first meeting was not held 
until Feb 29 that year. The Duke of Somerset became its first president 
and later on March 7 1831 William IV granted the society its royal charter. 
Its current president is Professor Mike Cruise of Birmingham University. 

Asteroid (5) Astraea reaches mag.+9.0 at opposition on Jan 21 and (511) 
Davida mag.+9.6 at opposition on Jan 15. Their paths through Cancer and 
Gemini are shown in the chart below.  

Orion Star Count is a way of gauging your local light pollution. Next 
month over the week of Feb 21 - 28 the CPRE are asking everyone to 
count how many stars they can see with the naked eye within Orion’s 
outer rectangle of four stars (without counting those stars). Last year’s 
results show that you are lucky to see more than 10 in the towns and cit-
ies in our area of the country, whereas in dark areas of Wales as many as 
35 can be seen. 


